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OUR SERIES OF iNTERVIEWS WITH SOME OF THE MOST iNFLUENTIAL PEOPLE iN RC CAR
RACING CONTINUES THIS iSSUE WITH THE FOUNDER OF LRP - JUERGEN LAUTENBACH

ES]  MODEL CARS PLUS

frer & wery successtul BT [cing
career, juergen Lautenbach
started his own company n
Gamnany manufacturing
electronic spesd comntrolbars
recaiwers, motars, chargers and hatteries
The LEF range of products are now cansstered
to b same of the mast techralogically
advanced available and have powened many of
taduy's top deveers fo victaries in countless
Eurapean and World champlonshéps. Juergen can
now often be seen a8 migor rece mestngs iran-
aging his team drivers and & always happy ta
belp out snyone runreng LEF eguipment, YWe
caught up with juegen at the receni Towring Car
Ewros in Vichy ta ask him a few questions about
hamsetf ard his company

‘What do the initials LEP stand fer?
Lautenhadh Rasing Producis

When did you start your company LRFT
wWehen | was 17 and in schoal, | started toplay
with slectric motors gnd find out haw they
weork. &% first | started 10 madify them, and then
| started to develop and malke my awn. | used o
test them ot by ricing with therm moself

1987 - | left university because | was running out
af time becaose the demand for eur matoes and
lrattering was Mmoneasing

2% - | became top European at the 4$W0 OFf-
Raad Weekd Champianships in Spdrey, Australia
by finishing Sth.

1950 - | made a majoe breakthrough by winning 3
ouf of 4 Eurepean Champianships (WD and
A D Odf Road, and Fro-10, still an unbeaten
recard) using LEP mators, barteries and a prota-
type LEF speed controller

T991 - Biggest whctary aver: | wan the 290
Workds warm-up In Detroim. LSA, We then went
ot use an LEF productian speed comtraller fof
the first mme ar thar year’s World
Championships.

1995 - Breakthrough on werld stage with the LRF
ICS speed controdler by taking TG and winning
IWD {Mntt Francis) nd £WED (Mark Pavidiz] a1
the Off-Road Weeld Champaonships in Japan.
1998 - Charge in compary, Additions| to LRF
manufacturing, vee started distributing H#1 prod-
ucts into the German and Austrian markes
B0 - Quanturn speed contraller lavrchead, LRP
now has a tatal of 43 employess and distribute

1 51 coundriss

Your company’s slogan (s Blue is beoter”. Why
are 8l your produsts colawned blee?

W actually starmed with a big pink smar as a logo,
arsd our mators had bleck ard Blue stickers an, |
don't know why we started using blue, It just

seamed to work the best and have a goad quali-
ty looke Ir 1997 we winted 1o give our preslucts
a. corparate approach, with a high-tech look and
masy bo ientily appearance, When you leok inte
i B ear fram 2 distance you have o raalise a
LAF praduct is inskde.

What is your favourite class of RC car racing?
Defininety WD Off-Raad

Do you ever get the chance to race now?

| drive R cars a lot during product development,
where I'm beavily involved Other than that untar-
tunately | don't have the fime 1o race anymone.

Why did you decide o glve up racing and was
it a hard decision?

indeedd it v vary hard decision Initisily when |
starmad the company the whole purpase was o
Ak ST ey Bo o T reoin | oieer the
workd, My poal was to become ‘Warld Champion
ard | dedicated my life to that. in '59 and 91 i
came raisanably’ clede being 5th and Geh ar the
Off-Hoad ‘Waorld Championsheps. At that time
the inerest Tor aur motarns, batteies and
speedos had already been that high that § had to
decide whether to continue racing at the top or
rui a brisiness professionally snd | decided after
a year thinking, and losing 2 lot of sleep, to go
o thae {wtter.

The LEF ramge of products seems to be growing
all the time. Whaet exciting new things can we
eupect from LEP in the future?

We are jult glarting e sspand iivla the R plene
and boat markets with a radical new line of
speed controllers as well as a range of plane
muatacg, Wi already have seme bast matars an
the market with a speed controller range follow-
ing sean, And For cary the lang ssaited Cuantum
Series will be cut soon

Yowr range of electronéc speed controflers are
widaly acknowledied ai baing somo of the mas
advanced available. Do you think speed controller
technelagy will sdvance much further?

¥as, this will happan all the time as elecronic
camponents develop. Size will po down, and
they will Becams mare user friendly

What do you sex as the future for RC car racing?
Thaw ix a bat of potential for our eaciting spart
of model car racing ko reach & large public
audienica if iT i professianally presented In the
might way. The iy sometfing we must bll week
hard to achiswe,

There are & few drivers who heve been at the
top of the sport for some time. Who do you see
i the neet Maiami Hiroiaks or Divid Spasheit?
Eafficult one. There are many promisang talents
el thers, But due to the netune of BT car racng
it’s very difficult to tell earty who can go &l the
way but I'm sure there will be lots of new wlent
coming thigigh saan,

Wt othar hobbiss ar interasts da you have
oatside of BT cars?

| spend moat of my time running LBF and travel-
ling ta races all aver the warld which | anjay
very much. | also like to relax sometimes and
anjoy some pood Food and | alsa like drivirg.

'We kmow you are interested in full-size motar
1P¢r||:.wh|ri: yeur favaurite type and do you
have a favowrite feam or driver?

Vi, | like Farmidga One i which | supsnieet ths
Ferrari team and Michael Schumacls | Bl
enjoy watchang Superhike racing apel | agjpeiii
Mariyuki Haga and Predrancases Chill in e
Model Cars Plus would fike fa thank liergen
for takiag e time fo aniwar QU7 QUi
and wizh itm and LAP poad fiaek b e Al
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